Book of the Novum Organum. What Bacon says of Plato is pre-eminently true of himself. He'was " a man of a sublime genius, who took a view of everything as from a high. rock.';G Now to the young student nothing is of so much importance as to be brought into contact with works of real genius. To lay oneself alongside a really subtle and capacious mind is almost an education in itself, and there must have been many men who have looked back on their first acquaintance with the profound and brilliant pages of Bacon as forming one of the eras in their lives. Maxims such as these, " Man is the servant and interpreter of nature/' <c Human knowledge and human power meet in one/' "It is not fruit-bringing but light-bringing experiments that should be sought/' " Truth is rightly called the daughter of time, not of authority/' " The worst thing of all is the apotheosis of error/'7 which sparkle on almost every page of the Novum Organum, live long in the memory, and insensibly influence our whole habit of thought.
There is something about Bacon's diction, his quaintness of expression, and his power of illustration, which lays hold of the mind, and lodges itself in the memory, in a way which we hardly find paralleled in any other author, except it be Shak-speare. And what are the lessons which he thus effectually communicates ? The duty of taking nothing upon trust which we can verify for ourselves, of rigidly examining our first principles, of being carefully on our guard against the various delusions arising from the peculiarities of human nature, from
6  De Augmentis Scientiarum, book iii. eh. 4.
7  " Homo nature minister et interpres," " Scientia et potentia humana in idem coincidunt," " Lucifera experimenta, non fructifera, quserenda," "Becte veritas temporis filia dicitur, non auctoritatis," " Pessirna res est errorum apotheosis."the progress of his experiments. At this point they were taken up by Pascal, who perceived that, if Torricelli's
